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Housetraining, Crate & Home Safety
The winning formula is simple: prevent accidents, go outside often, reward immediately,
and supervise closely.

When to Take Your Puppy Out
• Immediately after waking, eating, drinking, energetic play, training, excitement, or

leaving the crate.
• Frequently while awake. A young puppy cannot reliably hold its bladder for long

periods.
• Before bed and first thing in the morning.

The Potty Routine
1 Carry or walk your puppy on leash to the same quiet potty area.

2 Use one calm cue, such as “Go potty,” and wait without turning it into playtime.

3 The instant your puppy finishes, praise warmly and give a tiny reward.

4 If nothing happens, return indoors under close supervision and try again shortly.

If an accident happens, interrupt gently if you catch it in progress, take the puppy outside,
and clean the area with an enzymatic pet cleaner. Never rub the puppy’s nose in an
accident or punish after the fact.

Using the Crate
• Make the crate comfortable and just large enough to stand, turn around, and lie down.

Use a divider as the puppy grows.
• Feed treats or meals in the crate and practice short, pleasant sessions while you are

nearby.
• The crate is a safe resting place—not punishment or all-day storage. At night, keep it

near you at first.

Puppy-Proofing & Poison Safety
FOODS HOME & YARD MEDICATIONS / PRODUCTS

Chocolate • grapes/raisins • xylitol •
onions/garlic • alcohol • caffeine •
macadamia nuts • moldy food • cooked
bones

Rodent bait • pesticides • antifreeze •
cleaners • batteries • nicotine/vapes •
cannabis • toxic plants • compost •
fertilizers • pool chemicals

All human medicines • unprescribed pet
medicines • vitamins • creams • inhalers
• essential oils • flea/tick products not
labeled for this puppy

If poisoning is suspected, call your veterinarian, an emergency hospital, or pet poison control
immediately. Keep the package and estimated amount available. Do not induce vomiting or give
milk, oil, salt, peroxide, charcoal, food, or medication unless a veterinary professional instructs
you.
ASPCA Animal Poison Control: 888-426-4435 • Pet Poison Helpline: 855-764-7661
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Grooming Your Havanese
A Havanese coat is beautiful, but it needs consistent care. Gentle handling now prevents
grooming struggles later.

Weekly Care
• Comb and brush thoroughly to the skin several times each week—or daily for a longer

coat. Pay special attention behind ears, under legs, at the collar, and around the tail.
• Use a metal comb to confirm that no tangles remain. Brushing only the surface can

leave mats underneath.
• Check eyes and gently clean discharge with a clean, damp cloth. Ask your veterinarian

about persistent redness, squinting, odor, or heavy discharge.
• Check ears for odor, redness, pain, or excess debris. Use only a veterinarian-approved

ear cleaner; never insert cotton swabs into the ear canal.
• Brush teeth with dog toothpaste. Human toothpaste is unsafe for pets.
• Trim nails often enough that they do not click or change the way the puppy stands. Ask

a groomer or veterinary team to demonstrate.

Bathing & Drying
Bathe as needed with a gentle dog shampoo. Detangle before bathing, rinse completely,
and dry the coat thoroughly while brushing in sections. Mats tighten when wet. Keep the
puppy warm and supervise around tubs and sinks.

Professional Grooming
Begin calm grooming visits early after your veterinarian approves. Even if you prefer a
puppy cut, regular home combing, nail care, ear checks, and dental care remain essential.

YOUR GROOMING KIT

Pin brush • metal comb • detangling spray • dog shampoo/conditioner •
dog toothbrush and toothpaste • nail trimmer or grinder • styptic powder •
towels • cool or low-heat dryer
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A Lifetime of Support
Your puppy’s relationship with Yup’s Havanese does not end on pickup day. Please stay in
touch, share pictures, ask questions, and let me know about important health or
behavioral developments.

Please Contact Me If…
You have a question about the puppy’s transition, routine, grooming, training, or records.
Your veterinarian identifies a significant congenital, hereditary, or ongoing health concern.
Your address, phone number, email, or the puppy’s living situation changes.
You are ever unable to keep the dog. Contact me before advertising, surrendering, selling,
gifting, or transferring the dog, as required by your purchase agreement.

JANET BIRDSALL SCHREPEL

Yup’s Havanese • Ocala, Florida
941-468-7926 • myyuppypuppy@yahoo.com
www.yupshavanese.com

“The goal is not a perfect puppy. It is a safe, confident, much-loved companion who
knows you are home.”

Medical note
This guide offers general education and does not replace examination, diagnosis, or
treatment by a licensed veterinarian. Follow your veterinarian’s instructions for your
individual puppy. In an emergency, contact a veterinary hospital immediately.

Current-reference review: American Animal Hospital Association canine vaccination guidance; U.S. Food and Drug
Administration pet-medication safety guidance; ASPCA Animal Poison Control resources. Reviewed July 2026.
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